President Abraham Lincoln’s
1863 Thanksgiving Proclamaon (October 3)

President Abraham Lincoln’s
1864 Thanksgiving Proclamaon (October 20)

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been ﬁlled with the blessings of fruiul ﬁelds and healthful skies. To these bounes, which are so
constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which
they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and so!en even the heart which
is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God.

It has pleased Almighty God to prolong our naonal life
another year, defending us with his guardian care against
unfriendly designs from abroad, and vouchsaﬁng to us in
His mercy many and signal victories over the enemy, who
is of our own household. It has also pleased our Heavenly Father to favor as well our cizens in their homes as
our soldiers in their camps and our sailors on the rivers
and seas with unusual health. He has largely augmented
our free populaon by emancipaon and by immigraon,
while he has opened to us new sources of wealth, and
has crowned the labor of our working men in every department of industry with abundant rewards. Moreover,
He has been pleased to animate and inspire our minds
and hearts with fortude, courage and resoluon suﬃcient for the great trial of civil war into which we have
been brought by our adherence as a naon to the cause
of Freedom and Humanity, and to aﬀord to us reasonable
hopes of an ulmate and happy deliverance from all our
dangers and aﬄicons.

In the midst of a civil war of unequalled magnitude and severity, which has somemes seemed
to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all
naons, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony
has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military conﬂict; while that theatre has been
greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of
wealth and of strength from the ﬁelds of peaceful industry to the naonal defence, have not
arrested the plough, the shu+le, or the ship; the axe had enlarged the borders of our se+lements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even
more abundantly than heretofore.
Populaon has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp,
the siege and the ba+le-ﬁeld; and the country, rejoicing in the consciousness of augmented
strength and vigor, is permi+ed to expect connuance of years with large increase of freedom.
No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They
are the gracious gi!s of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins,
hath nevertheless remembered mercy.
It has seemed to me ﬁt and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully
acknowledged as with one heart and voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite
my fellow cizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those
who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November
next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneﬁcent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while oﬀering up the ascripons justly due to Him for such
singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our naonal perverseness and disobedience, commend to his tender care all those who have become widows,
orphans, mourners or suﬀerers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposion of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the
naon and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the
United States, do, hereby, appoint and set apart the last
Thursday in November next as a day, which I desire to be
observed by all my fellow-cizens wherever they may
then be as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to Almighty
God the beneﬁcent Creator and Ruler of the Universe.
And I do farther recommend to my fellow-cizens aforesaid that on that occasion they do reverently humble
themselves in the dust and from thence oﬀer up penitent
and fervent prayers and supplicaons to the Great Disposer of events for a return of the inesmable blessings
of Peace, Union and Harmony throughout the land,
which it has pleased him to assign as a dwelling place for
ourselves and for our posterity throughout all generaons.

